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For these services performed for the benefit of the caste,
they do not usually get any monetary reward. Normally they
do not get anything more than an extra helping at feasts. But
in some cases the perquisites of the headman are certain fees
and a certain percentage of all fines connected with trials. At
times the messenger also gets a pecuniary reward for summon-
ing people.

When an office is hereditary, the eldest son, if not unfit,
succeeds to it. But when there is no son, or the eldest son is
incompetent, the next heir may succeed, or some other member
of the family may be elected. In the event of a minor succeed-
ing to a headman's post, some near relation discharges the
duties of office during the period of minority. The emblem of
office of headman is, in many cases, the turban.

Matters dealt with

The panchayats usually deal with offences connected with
marriage and morals/ food and drink, smoking with men of other
castes, and prohibited pursuits. Of the cases arising out of
breaches of the marriage law the important ones are seduction
of wife, adultery, immorality, concubinage/ breach of promise
of marriage, and refusal to perform gauna ceremony. Infringe-
ment of the caste custom in the matter of feasts is also dealt
with. In the case of several castes cow-killing is an offence of
a serious nature; but in the case of a few castes it is the killing
of some animal like a cat or a dog that constitutes a heinous
crime. For instance/ a Bauri will not kill a dog or touch a dead
dog's body. Insulting of Brahmins is another offence which is
punished by most of the castes. Again/ a few castes like the
Bhangis guard carefully their jajmani rights and infringements
thereof are punished severely.

Punishment

The tariff of punishment varies with sub-caste and -locality.
An offence which is punishable with fine in one locality may in-
volve expulsion in another. Considerable ingenuity is shown
by panchayats in varying punishments according to triviality or
enormity of offence. The most common forms of punishments
are fines, feasts to the brotherhood, and expulsion.